
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

How can someone have a case reviewed by the Conviction Integrity Unit (CIU)? 

 

Petitioners are encouraged to use the petition form. However, the unit will accept the information 

in any other written document.     

 

What types of cases can be reviewed? 

 

Any felony convictions that occurred Marion County, Indiana, can be petitioned for review. The 

unit will review cases with credible and verifiable claim of innocence or wrongful conviction. 

The unit does not review strictly legal challenges unless there is an obvious material error or 

ruling that so undermines the integrity of the conviction. The review will not be limited to the 

issues brought forth by the petitioner. The claimant must agree to fully cooperate with the 

Marion County Prosecutor’s Conviction Integrity Unit. Priority will be given to incarcerated 

petitioners. 

 

Are there types of cases that will not be investigated? 

 

Yes. The focus is on claims that could exonerate a defendant from a role in an offense. The CIU 

generally will not investigate claims that newly discovered evidence supports an affirmative 

defense, such as consent, self-defense or lack of intent. There may be other legal remedies to 

address these matters of law and we encourage you to consult with an attorney.    

 

Who can file a petition? 

 

Any person authorized by the defendant can file a petition. It may be filed by the defendant who 

was convicted of an offense, by a family member or friend of the defendant, or by a lawyer 

acting on behalf of the defendant. As long as the defendant authorizes the filing, it will be 

accepted from any source.   

 

If petitioner is represented by an attorney, it is strongly encouraged that the attorney submits the 

petition on behalf of petitioner. 

 

 

 

  

 



What happens after a petition is filed? 

 

The CIU first reviews the claim to confirm the conviction’s eligibility for consideration. This 

means the unit determines if the case was prosecuted in Marion County, Indiana, and raises a 

credible claim of innocence or wrongful conviction.  

 

If the Petition is eligible, the CIU will do a preliminary review to determine if the Petition raises 

a plausible, credible claim that is capable of investigation and review. Staff lawyers review 

available materials from the criminal proceedings including police reports, trial transcripts and 

pleadings.  

 

If the unit determines the case merits reinvestigation, attorneys and investigators will seek to 

locate and interview witnesses, and review any newly available evidence and other evidence that 

may support the claim of innocence.  The CIU may ask to interview the attorney(s) who 

represented the petitioner during the court proceedings.  The unit will not conduct such 

interviews, however, until after the petitioner has the opportunity to consult with counsel. After 

the investigation is complete, staff attorneys will make a recommendation to an Advisory Panel.  

The elected prosecutor will have the final decision regarding the action taken.  

 

How long will it take to process my petition? 

 

There is no timetable for the to review process. We understand and sympathize with the urgency 

felt by petitioners and their families, and we will do our best to review petitions as quickly as 

possible. However, investigations take time in order to be conducted correctly. 

 

How with the CIU handle conflicts? 

 

The elected prosecutor will determine issues of disqualification and conflicts for the CIU and 

office personnel on a case by case basis. No staff attorney will investigate a case in which he or 

she previously worked on.   

 

How will I know what conclusions have been reached by the CIU process? 

 

The CIU will notify petitioners in the following stages, at minimum:   

• When the petition is received 

• If the petition is denied 

• If the CIU concludes that it supports the claim of innocence or wrongful conviction. 

 

If I disagree with the conclusions of the CIU investigation, what rights do I have for further 

review? 

 

The existence of the unit does not create or confer any legal right on those who bring claims of 

innocence. For this reason, there is no right to appeal its determinations. Because CIU 

investigations are not part of a court proceeding, the CIU’s decisions and recommendations do 

not prevent a claimant from raising the same claims of innocence in another forum, such as 

petitions for post-conviction relief.   



What if I have questions not answered here? 

 

The Conviction Integrity Unity cannot provide legal advice or act as your legal representative. 

Should you have further questions, we encourage you to seek the assistance of an attorney. You 

may have additional legal remedies that would not be addressed by the CIU, so we courage you 

to consult with an attorney who specializes in post-conviction litigation. 


